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BIG HORN, CUSTER, ROSEBUD, AND TREASURE COUNTY
BRINGING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER

EVENTS

MEASLES IN MONTANA

CIGAR BAR BILL FAILS, BUT CLEAN INDOOR AIR ACT NOW
INCLUDES E-CIGARETTES

A BILL TO STRENGTHEN THE MONTANA CLEAN INDOOR
AIR ACT BY INCLUDING E-CIGARETTES AND VAPE PENS
WAS SIGNED INTO LAW EARLIER THIS MONTH BY
REPUBLICAN GOV. GREG GIANFORTE.
SEN. WILLIS CURDY, D-MISSOULA, SAID MONDAY HE HAD
WORKED ON SENATE BILL 390 FOR SEVERAL SESSIONS
WITH SUPPORT FROM YOUTH ADVOCATES AND PUBLIC
HEALTH WORKERS.

   “THIS IS LONG OVERDUE,” CURDY SAID.
THE LAW NOW DEFINES “SMOKING,” WHICH IS PROHIBITED INDOORS, TO INCLUDE
USING AN ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICE.
THE BILL WAS ONE OF A COUPLE PIECES OF LEGISLATION IN 2025 TIED TO THE
MONTANA CLEAN INDOOR AIR ACT. HOWEVER, SENATE BILL 150,  TO CREATE AN
EXEMPTION IN THE ACT THAT ALLOWED FOR CIGAR ROOMS, FAILED IN ITS LAST
VOTE DURING THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION. 

CLICK ON IMAGE OR TITLE TO READ MORE ON THIS SUBJECT.
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DEAR COMMUNITY MEMBERS,

THERE IS AN OUTBREAK OF MEASLES IN OUR STATE.  WE HAVE INFORMATION FROM THE CDC TO
SHARE WITH YOU ABOUT MEASLES AND WHEN TO SEEK MEDICAL CARE.  

MEASLES IS A VERY CONTAGIOUS DISEASE CAUSED BY A VIRUS:  
IT  CAN BE DANGEROUS,  ESPECIALLY FOR BABIES AND YOUNG CHILDREN.  
MEASLES SPREADS THROUGH THE AIR WHEN A SICK PERSON COUGHS OR SNEEZES.  
THE VIRUS CAN STAY IN THE AIR FOR 2 HOURS AFTER A PERSON WITH MEASLES LEAVES THE SPACE.
IT IS SO CONTAGIOUS THAT ABOUT 9 OUT OF 10 PEOPLE WHO COME NEAR A PERSON WITH
MEASLES WILL ALSO BECOME INFECTED IF NOT VACCINATED.  
THE BEST WAY TO PREVENT MEASLES IS WITH THE MEASLES,  MUMPS,  AND RUBELLA (MMR) VACCINE.
ANYONE WHO IS NOT VACCINATED IS AT RISK OF MEASLES INFECTION AND SEVERE
COMPLICATIONS.

MEASLES SYMPTOMS APPEAR 7 TO 14 DAYS AFTER CONTACT WITH THE VIRUS.  COMMON MEASLES
SYMPTOMS INCLUDE:

HIGH FEVER (MAY SPIKE TO MORE THAN 104°F)
COUGH
RUNNY NOSE
RED AND/OR WATERY EYES
RASH (BREAKS OUT 3-5 DAYS AFTER SYMPTOMS BEGIN)

MEASLES CAN CAUSE SEVERE HEALTH PROBLEMS, INCLUDING:
PNEUMONIA 
SWELLING OF THE BRAIN (ENCEPHALITIS)
POSSIBLY EVEN DEATH

IF  SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY HAS MEASLES SYMPTOMS:
KEEP THEM AWAY FROM FAMILY MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT SICK.
EVERYONE IN THE HOUSE SHOULD STAY HOME TO NOT GET YOUR NEIGHBORS OR PEOPLE OUTSIDE
OF YOUR HOME SICK.
CALL A DOCTOR OR HOSPITAL RIGHT AWAY TO LET THEM KNOW SOMEONE IN YOUR HOME MAY BE
SICK WITH MEASLES.  THEY WILL GIVE YOU INSTRUCTIONS.

WHEN TO GO TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM:
IF THE PERSON WHO IS SICK GETS RAPIDLY WORSE,  OR HAS ANY OF THE SYMPTOMS LISTED BELOW,
TAKE THEM TO THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT OF A HOSPITAL IMMEDIATELY.  DO NOT WAIT.  

TROUBLE BREATHING (OR BREATHING FASTER THAN NORMAL)
PAIN WHEN BREATHING OR COUGHING
DEHYDRATION (DRY NOSE AND MOUTH,  URINATING LESS,  CRYING WITHOUT MAKING TEARS)
FEVER OR HEADACHE THAT WILL NOT STOP
CONFUSION,  DECREASED ALERTNESS,  OR SEVERE WEAKNESS
BLUE COLOR AROUND THE MOUTH,  LOW ENERGY,  OR DIFFICULTY FEEDING (FOR YOUNG CHILDREN)

HAVE SOMEONE CALL BEFORE YOU ARRIVE.  LET THE HOSPITAL KNOW A PERSON WHO MAY BE SICK
WITH MEASLES IS COMING. 
MMR VACCINATION IS THE BEST WAY TO PREVENT MEASLES AND ITS COMPLICATIONS.  FOR THOSE
WHO CANNOT OR PREFER NOT TO GET VACCINATED,  RISK OF MEASLES INFECTION AND SEVERE
ILLNESS DURING AN OUTBREAK IS MUCH HIGHER.  RECOGNIZING MEASLES AND GETTING
APPROPRIATE MEDICAL CARE IS IMPORTANT TO HELP PREVENT SPREAD OF THE VIRUS AND TO
PREVENT SEVERE COMPLICATIONS.  

FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS- CALL YOUR LOCAL HOSPITAL.
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